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Abstract: Dorothy Mary Moyle Needham (1896-1987) was a distinguished British biochemist who carried
out a series of pioneering studies in muscle biochemistry, laying important foundations for the development of the
field. As one of the early female Fellows of the Royal Society, she gained wide recognition within the international
scientific community. However, despite her scientific contributions and the recognition she received during her
lifetime, she has not received sustained attention commensurate with her achievements in the historiography
of science. This is due, on the one hand, to the long-standing marginalization of women scientists in historical
narratives of science and, on the other, to the fact that, particularly in Chinese-language accounts and Joseph
Needham-related narratives, she has more often been remembered as “Mrs Needham,” while her identity as an
independent scientist has frequently been obscured. This article examines Dorothy Needham’s academic career,
scientific contributions, and involvement in Sino-British scientific exchanges, aiming to reconstruct her scholarly
profile and reassess her historical significance as an outstanding female scientist.
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