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Abstract: Prior studies on musical instrument images in the Yungang Grottoes have largely adopted a
musical-form perspective (e.g. instrument identification, Hu-Han integration, music origins and development),
or an art-historical angle (e.g. iconographic style, periodization comparisons, and image genealogies). This study
adopts a novel theory and methodology of “monumentality” from the STS perspective. Drawing on existing
scholarship in iconographic archaeology, documentary historiography, and related fields, the study takes musical-
instrument iconography as its core primary source and brings it into mutually corroborating and complementary
dialogue with relevant records in the Book of Wei. Based on such an STS approach, the study systematically
examines the spatial layout, morphological evolution, compositional transformation of musical instruments and
their profound interplay with both the construction of orthodoxy and ethnic integration. It contends that stone-
carved musical images, incorporating Buddhist divine authority, Confucian ritual hierarchy, and Xianbei ethnic
memory, visually reflects the interaction, exchange, and integration among China’s diverse ethnic groups.

Key Words: “Monumentality”’; Yungang Grottoes; Musical instrument sculptures; Northern Wei Ritual
Music; Ethnic integration
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