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Abstract: The establishment of the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) was a key step in
reshaping the postwar global techno-economic order. Leveraging its status as a major power, China was deeply
involved in the preparatory process, became a founding member and a member of the Council, and engaged in
early global standardization. Although China played an active role in drafting ISO’s Constitution, it was gradually
marginalized in the allocation of core technical committees. In 1950, its membership was suspended due to unpaid
dues. China’s trajectory in the ISO reveals a fundamental feature of the international standardization system: open
membership does not guarantee a share in rule-making, while early technological leadership produces structural
lock-in. China’s shift from participation to exclusion highlights the constraints faced by latecomer countries in
global technology governance.
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