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The Ethical Positioning, Practical Value, and Theoretical Justification of Care Robots in Filial Piety:
A Study from the Perspective of Concrete Universality
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Abstract: Whether the use of care robots aligns with Confucian filial piety is a highly debated topic.
Concrete universality, as the core characteristic that distinguishes Confucian ethics from Western ethics, argues
that the universal spirit of filial piety should be reflected in its concrete expressions that evolve with circumstances.
In terms of ethical positioning, care robots lack intrinsic moral consciousness and can only fulfill part of the
content of filial piety, thus cannot serve as the primary agents of filial duties but only as assistants. Regarding
practical value, care robots offer direct support to parents by providing material sustenance and fulfilling their
emotional needs, while honoring and bringing dignity to parents in an indirect way by alleviating the burden on
children and improving the caregiving environment. In terms of ethical justification, issues such as lack of physical
presence and imbalance of resource allocation are not ethical problems directly caused by care robots. Instead, the
expression of filial piety should be adapted to modern contexts based on specific circumstances, thereby achieving
an organic integration of technological applications and the transmission of filial piety in contemporary society.
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