548 3 5 111 (0339 38) E] & 0 & &3 8§ Vol.48, No.11 (Serial No.339)
2026 4 11 A Journal of Dialectics of Nature November 2026

ARDIHILA A B BSAL N 58 5 (e 2 %

The Privacy Dilemma and Ethical Solution of Griefbots
7K 8, /ZHANG Xu' T 4-4% /WANG Jinzhu’

(L ARMRFEASCERE, LM e, 211189; 2. LRI 222t , LRAIE, 230039)
(1. School of Humanities, Southeast University, Nanjing, Jiangsu, 211189;
2. School of Philosophy, Anhui University, Hefei, Anhui, 230039)

B OE:CRONEAN EAATEREATRESZNAAZL —, BLENRFEREHE L% 58
HFWEFHEHATES, TR TR GRS, XA BOR AN AL T ] L 09 34 R 5 4 A 7T,
M H A FE N RBRE R, RRMEENCCTEEGARBRES, XHAREENFEREEE LN
FE, EHE T K RO A AL S Y BOIE P o AU AR T I AKS By C Sk
Aie, ¥rEHMBFECEEFTEFET FELRELRL “BRTE” HILE CEAEXFENTS,
W ail, UM AT EZEEMH LA, RERANEHNE, K& “RAGRME" AR TR,
BB T F A AN,

KEEiE: EHHBEAN ATHE RAESE HFRE RARAKE

Abstract: As one of the Al innovations applied to the context of mourning, “griefbots” employ simulated
empathy to enable mourners to interact with digital avatars of the deceased, thereby facilitating their emotional
healing. However, this technological intervention presents a challenge to the privacy of the deceased and the
living, threatening the integrity of the deceased’s memory and their personal dignity, while undermining the
mourner’s emotional autonomy and the authenticity of their grief. The deepening of this predicament could
trigger the existential crisis of the subject: the data-driven reduction and narrative fragmentation of the deceased
expose them to the risk of a “second death”—the dissolution of their personhood—while the data surveillance and
algorithmic emotional manipulation directed at the mourner deprive them of the opportunity to affirm their own
meaningful existence through “being-towards-death”. In the face of this crisis, the application of technologies
like griefbots must be based on the critical examination of technological instrumental rationality, grounded in an
awakening of the intrinsic value of privacy, and rooted in “privacy sensitivity” as a core principle of design. Only
in this way could technology be re-anchored to its fundamental mission of safeguarding human nature.
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