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Abstract: In the mid-19th century, some British private yachts were transformed from aristocratic
leisure vessels into scientific spaces for marine animal research, witnessing the rise of “yacht science”. This
transformation aligned with sea-bathing therapies and the middle-class concept of “rational recreation”. Science-
enthusiast yacht owners shared their research experiences through journals, connecting professional scientists
with amateurs as naturalists turned their attention from land to sea. As activities expanded, the British Association
for the Advancement of Science established the Dredging Committee, providing an organizational framework
and academic channels that promoted the professionalization of research. This institutional support did not
replace informal networks; collaborations like that between Edward Forbes and Robert MacAndrew, and William
Thomson’s activities aboard the “Lalla Rookh”, continued to serve dual scientific and social functions. The
evolution of yachts as scientific spaces demonstrated the complementary development model of formal institutions
and informal networks in 19th-century British marine science.
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