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Francesca Anne Bray: A Pioneer in the Study of the History of Chinese Agricultural Technology
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Abstract: British scholar Francesca Anne Bray has dedicated 50 years to the study of Chinese agricultural
history. Employing a distinctive anthropological approach, she redefined Chinese agricultural history as a history
of technology and conducted extensive related research. Her work critically examined the various factors behind
the development of Chinese agriculture, and evaluated the value of its technologies in a critical way. She also

established a development framework through a new terminology system. Moreover, she expanded her focus from
agricultural technology to Chinese agricultural culture and women’s history, producing remarkable outcomes.
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