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Abstract: Design, as a “making” activity, is both an art of giving form and a mode of human action through
which people affirm their own existence via rational planning. This paper argues that the instrumental, practical,
and symbolic dimensions of design entail a relative boundary for it; when rationality oversteps this boundary or
the connotation of design is overgeneralised, human freedom will be eroded and the value of design will deviate.
In the era of Big Data, design even faces the dual predicament of generalisation and alienation. In response to this
challenge, this paper introduces the Eastern philosophical concepts of wu wei (non-action) and wabi-sabi (the
beauty of imperfection), emphasising that design must preserve a residual domain that cannot be fully determined
or exhausted by rational planning. On this basis, the paper proposes a design philosophy that balances rational
planning with reverence for existence. Its originality lies in taking “undesignability” as an inherent boundary of
design theory, thereby providing intellectual resources for criticising the alienation of design and rebuilding its
humanistic boundaries.
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