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Abstract: This paper examines flat-earthism through the lens of historicism, focusing on the 1830s-1870s.
By exploring the development of Victorian flat-earthism, this paper argues that attributing the momentum
of flat-earthism to the ignorance of its zealots is a simplified narrative, as it oversimplifies the complexity of
this phenomenon. In doing so, this paper claims that the foundation of flat-earthism lies neither in religion
nor ignorance, but rather in a misguided empirical pursuit. It is their empirical pursuit, combined with their
propaganda and anti-elitism, that embodies their extreme advocacy to democratization of science. Within the
context of this movement, this paper reveals a more complex narrative regarding the uneasy conflict between the
public and the scientific community.
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