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Abstract: In the early stage of reform and opening up, to address the backward state of China’s military
aircraft industry and amid extremely limited foreign exchange reserves, China resolved to leverage the favorable
international environment to actively pursue military cooperation with Western Europe and the United States. The
cooperation focused on technology importation to elevate the starting point of independent domestic research and
development. In June 1989, such import programs came to an abrupt halt due to international political factors,
failing to deliver anticipated outcomes. Nevertheless, Air Force personnel and aviation engineers gained access to
a range of advanced technologies and equipment, absorbed cutting-edge design concepts of western fighter jets,
and substantially boosted China’s capacity for independently developing military aircraft. These valuable gains
laid a crucial foundation for the subsequent indigenous development of third-generation fighter aircraft.
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