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Abstract: How can a group belief be justified? The evidentialists claimed that evidence remains central to
the justification of a group belief. According to the evidential sensitivity theory, a group belief must be responsive
both to the evidence possessed by its operative members and to the evidence they ought to possess. Unfortunately,
by binding members’ individual beliefs to the group belief, this theory becomes not only overly narrow but
also counterfactual. By contrast, the evidential aptness theory offers an alternative view that a group belief is
evidentially apt. Regarding evidential responsibility, it requires that a group belief is not influenced by the beliefs
of its individual members, and it is completely based on evidence. The degree of justification available to a group
is constrained by the cognitive capacities of its members Furthermore, the evidential aptness theory aligns with
contemporary scientific practice. Without evidence justification, a group action based on a group belief may be
anomie.
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