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Ernest Solvay: A Belgian “Nobel”
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Abstract: Ernest Solvay rediscovered the ammonia-soda process and successfully industrialized it,
revolutionizing the soda ash industry. The company he founded, Solvay & Cie, quickly became one of the world’s
leading chemical giants. Just as his chemical enterprise was flourishing, Ernest Solvay stepped back and devoted
much of his energy and wealth to science. Not only did he develop his own “scientific theories”, but he also funded
and established a series of domestic and international research institutions. The renowned “Solvay Conferences”
along with its corresponding foundations and research institutes, were established in this context. In terms of his
achievements in the chemical industry and his significant contributions to science, Ernest Solvay’s journey bore a
remarkable resemblance to that of Alfred Nobel; he may therefore be called a Belgian “Nobel”.
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