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Abstract: Artificial intelligence (Al) is profoundly reshaping the paradigms and methodologies of
historical research. This article offers a systematic overview of the technological evolution through which Al
has entered the field of historiography, with particular attention to its applications in deciphering ancient scripts,
processing historical sources, and emerging trends in historical analysis. By means of character recognition and
multimodal integration technologies, Al has expanded the material foundations and boundaries of historical
inquiry, unveiling obscured aspects of ancient worlds. In doing so, it prompts historians to reexamine prevailing
civilizational models and epistemological frameworks, thereby challenging historical narratives shaped since the
Enlightenment. At the same time, Al signifies a restructuring of cognitive authority and discursive power, as large
language models increasingly demonstrate a form of historical “agency” in textual interpretation and narrative
reconstruction. However, these developments also expose deep-seated issues, including cultural biases in data,
opacity in reasoning mechanisms, and persistent asymmetries between Global North and Global South historical
narratives. These challenges underscore the need for historians to maintain a high degree of critical awareness and
methodological reflexivity in the age of Al to resist the epistemic expansion of “Al imperialism”, and to actively
participate in shaping a historically grounded and technically informed mode of “Al historiography”.
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