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Abstract: Iréne Joliot-Curie was a great female radiochemist of the 20th century. She began working at
her mother’s Radium Institute at the age of 21 and married Frédéric Joliot in 1926. They cooperated on nuclear
research. Although they missed many major discoveries, they finally discovered artificial radioactivity, for which
they won the Nobel Prize in Chemistry in 1935. This discovery promoted the wide application of radioisotopes
in medicine and other fields. In addition to her scientific research contributions, Iréne also actively participated in

social activities, calling for women’s rights and world peace. She helped establish the French National Research
Center and was an outstanding feminist and social activist.
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Subject "Note sur la Commission des Etalons et sur les Etalons" of January
12th 1948.

1. Commission des Eta%gng. 5
the circular letter of 19.1.1938 referred to in your letter,

i
asked the then 12 members of the International Radium Standard Commission
to elect a new president in place of its late president, Lord Rutherford
At that time I was acting secretary. Many of the members answered promptiy
The votes were cast as follows: 1 vote to Mme I.Joliot-Curie, 1 vote to O
Hahn and the remainder.to me. I accepted the honour and immediately re-
quested Prof.F.Joliot to take over the function of acting secretary which
he accepted in his letter of 5.5.1939. i
Point I of the "Questions qui se posent" thereby lapsed.

fully agree to the proposed merger of the former Radium

sio mmissio xte des Eta Z adioa z
he ﬂ%l such !gfg_g_: takes effect, naturally resign as president.

irst of all, however, certain points will have to be settled. As I
already mentioned in my letter of 19.1.1938, the Commission is the legal
owner of the Parie etalons, respectively its synthetic preparations of
1934, which were originally in the keeping of the Bureau of Wights and
Measures. The utilization of the Paris and Vienna synthetic preparations
were at the time subject to the approbation of two members of the Commis-
sion. For this purpose their joint signatures were deposited, as well as
at the Bureau of Weights and Measures in Paris, as at the Academy of Scien
ce in Vienna. (see letter to the Bureau of Weights and lieasures of 15.2.

P
By thy
o

bers. y

With rsgard to the assets, I would submit for your consideration
whether it would be wiser to assign such assets to the new main Commis-
sion or to leave them in the keeping of the Bureau for Weights and Mea-
sure

B

The utilization of the etalons is a simple matter as far as Paris
is concerned. You both are on the spot and can therefore apply there.
Certain conditions, governing the right of utilization, as meant above,
should in my opinion be reserved. With regard to Vienna I would suggest

R that the use of the official synthetic etalons should be made subject to

bl the consent of the Curator of the Institute for Radium Research, er of

s ! the Academy of Science, of which I, inter-alia, am still the President,

A or the approval of the Director of the Radium inatitute, at that time

Prof rta Karlik, where the etalons are kept. .

P
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Dear Professor Joliot,

e

p= et ,
In reply to y.ur postcard i heve pleasure in sending you

under tepsrate cover reprints of recent puilication: froi uy
leboratorys I have put your neve on iy mailing list end hope
to continue the despeteh of reprints in the future.

As I ew, naturally, extrewnely interested in the work
cerried out in your laboratory I should be very lza if you
could be Zood en ugh to send me reprints of your wnd your

co-torkers publications.

Very sincerely yours,

~ (Prof.F.A.Paneth)
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10th Aumust, 1953

¥me I. Joliot-Curie,
Institut du Radium,
Laboretoire Curie

11 Rue Plerre-curia.
peris (Ve).
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