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Abstract: After the completion of the First Five-Year Plan, the People’s Republic of China, considering the
need to upgrade naval equipment and the accumulation of certain experience in shipbuilding technology, proposed
a development plan for the first-generation guided missile destroyer in April 1960. In 1965, due to the need for
escorting the “Dongfeng-5" intercontinental missile test, the development plan for the guided missile destroyer
was officially initiated. The development of this ship went through several stages, including scheme argumentation
and technical design, hull construction, sea trials of the prototype, and hull type approval. In line with its mission
requirements, the design and manufacturing team of the Type 051 destroyer made joint efforts in areas such as ship
power, anti-rolling devices, missile launchers, and supply receiving devices, achieving numerous technological
breakthroughs. After the first-generation guided missile destroyer entered service, it rapidly optimized the force
structure of the Chinese Navy. Notably, it provided escort for the “Dongfeng-5 intercontinental missile’s sea trials
and, for the first time, represented the Chinese Navy in an overseas visit, fully demonstrating its image as a “multi-
functional vessel at sea”.
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