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Abstract: Leonhard Thurneysser’s Historia unnd Beschreibung is a rare example of the convergence
of early Paracelsianism and natural history. It integrates the humanist approach to natural history, medical
astrology, and Paracelsus’s iatrochemical theories, all presented in a meticulously crafted typographic form. For
iconography, nomenclature, and morphological descriptions, Thurneysser relied on earlier naturalists such as Bock
and Dodoens. Regarding medicinal theory and pharmaceutical practice, he drew upon the Paracelsian doctrine
of signatures and the alchemical medicine tradition, supplementing these with knowledge from astrological
herbalism, magic, folk medicine, and his own firsthand experiences. This comprehensive approach allowed him to
incorporate natural history, ancient medicine, Paracelsian theory, alchemy, astrology, and magic into a systematic
discourse. From a Paracelsian perspective, Historia constitutes a comprehensive presentation of the broadest
implications of the term “experience” in the 16th century.
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