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Abstract: Against the backdrop of the early modern transformation of natural philosophy, Francis Bacon was
the first philosopher to undertake a systematic inquiry into the nature of heat. By redefining the classification of
heat and its relation to substance, Bacon broke away from the Aristotelian hylomorphic framework that had long
underpinned the natural sciences. Heat was defined as one of the simple natures of natural bodies, manifesting as
a quasi-mechanical structure of sensible particles; yet by definition it is a dynamic equilibrium sustained by the
conflict of material appetites and complex motions. Although Bacon’s natural philosophy differs from the modern
scientific picture of the world, his insistence that the principles of nature should be treated as laws, and that truth
of knowledge should be tested by its results, advance conception of science that united knowledge and operation,
thereby powerfully contributing to the development of modern science.
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