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Responsibility, Life and Living: An Exploration of the Ethical Identity of

Traditional Chinese Medicine Inheritance

4 X_/CUI Tian A B /ZHAO Wanli

(R RAA 222 BE, KHE, 300350 )
(School of Sociology, Nankai University, Tianjin, 300350)

B OB, A SAEFEMRTYELANZARELMN, ZHBENAEE w7 R R, Y
Wt g BT RN ERTHELAEANGEAR Y, REREZETFEAEEZ FRERE,
AR EHEREZHET, 0 “LEEE" WEBHANBET “XTAR” WEKEXIF, £
wREEFEHMATRY, WEAR, FEME/REFWTFBEMLERT R, 0 “AHEE” )
EHETRE “RAS—" WH R, EERERAMCENE W EI, KT REEE U HAERENL
MAERGEFOANEHBNFRT, DETALEFFENRERE, AATHEE “FELTH" WEEH#
B o B 2 SUAL B A A LAl BT AR

KR PEAER REAR FHEMRE £H0E LERE

Abstract: Responsibility, life and living constitute a three-dimensional ethical structure of Traditional
Chinese Medicine (TCM), in which the contents covered by the three elements are from “far” to “near” and the
objects referred to are from “medicine” to “human”, thus laying the foundation for the ethical identity of TCM
inheritance. Firstly, the ethics of responsibility manifests the ethical responsibility of TCM in medical affairs,
which is accepted and pursued by most members of the society. For example, the ideal ambition that “The best
doctors run a country” belongs to the holism position that “There is a responsibility for the rise and fall of a
nation”. Secondly, bioethics is the essential concern of TCM, which contains the philosophical thoughts and
practical methods of understanding, respecting and treating life well. For example, the value judgment that “human
life is the most important” implies the philosophical spirit of “harmony between man and nature”. Thirdly,
living ethics is the daily presentation of life ethics, which gives new content and significance to healthy living.
The discussion of relevant ethical norms and identification approaches highlights those ever-existing ethical
implications, which is conducive to “adhering to the right but not the old-fashioned paths” and promoting the
creative transformation and innovative development of TCM culture.
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