48 % 55 6 W (K334 1)) E] &3 B0 &8 &3 58§ Vol.48, No.6 (Serial No.334)
2026 4 6 H Journal of Dialectics of Nature June 2026

B — YRS 1 — T BB

Research on the Three Backgrounds of Fortune’s First Natural History Expedition to China
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Abstract: After the First Opium War, British natural history practice in China acquired new characteristics
under the influence of relations between the two countries. Sent by the London Horticultural Society, Robert
Fortune was among the first group of plant hunters to come to China after the war. He carried out ambitious
natural history surveys in and around the British-controlled areas such as Hong Kong Island, Zhoushan, and
Gulangyu Island, and introduced about 40 new plants to Britain. This activity was an important opportunity for
Fortune to make frequent subsequent visits to China for further investigations. Through research, it is found that
the first natural history survey of Fortune in China was the result of the interweaving of personal, social, and
national factors. These backgrounds are enlightening for analyzing the practice of natural history by the British in
modern China.
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