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Abstract: In the international competition in iron-based high-temperature superconductor research in
2008, Chinese scientists were the first to discover materials with critical temperatures above 40K, and achieved
a series of important research results in terms of their properties. Through in-depth interviews with a number of
key participants, the early research history of iron-based superconductors in China was systematically traced. In
the late 1990s and early 2000s, under the influence of a series of talent programs, a cohort of superconductivity
experts who had undergone many years of scientific training at top international research institutions returned to
China. They not only brought back the frontier research topics, scientific methods, and advanced technologies
from abroad, but also organized the Beijing High-Temperature Superconductivity Forum, which provided an open
and efficient platform for academic exchange. The sustained operation of this forum played an important role in
helping Chinese scientists achieve this major breakthrough.
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