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Abstract: Hilbert’s Program was a foundational proposal advanced by David Hilbert in the 1920s to address
the mathematical crisis triggered by set-theoretic paradoxes and the challenges raised by constructivism, aiming
to provide a new foundation for classical mathematics. The program not only embodies Hilbert’s philosophical
ideas in terms of mathematical program, but also stands as a major representative of formalism in the foundation
of mathematics. While it is widely accepted in the academia that Hilbert’s Program was fundamentally
defeated by Gddel’s incompleteness theorems, disagreements remain. By distinguishing three possible
philosophical interpretations of the program, this paper systematically and comprehensively examines whether
Godel’s incompleteness theorems deliver a fatal blow to Hilbert’s Program under his specific epistemological
interpretations. Moreover, by focusing on the key issue of the unprovability of consistency, we affirm this
conclusion and elucidate its philosophical implications.
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