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Abstract: The prominent contemporary American philosopher Martha Nussbaum integrates animal protection
into the broader framework of justice, proposing a capability approach tailored to non-human animals. Unlike
anthropocentric, utilitarian or Kantian perspectives, Nussbaum’s capability approach adopts the standpoint of
individual animals, affirming that all sentient animals possess the right to lead a flourishing life in ways appropriate
to their own nature, thereby clarifying both the subjects and objectives of animal justice. Moreover, Nussbaum
emphasizes the crucial role of emotions in animal protection, seeking to engage moral emotions within humans
to foster concern for animal welfare. Her profound reflections on human-animal relationships reveal that in the
context of the Anthropocene, animal justice entails more than merely avoiding suffering. It also requires humans
to participate actively in animals’ lives in appropriate ways and to assume collective responsibility for animal
protection.
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