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Abstract: As a milestone in the history of human space exploration in the 20th century, the rise and fall
of the Apollo program reflect the complex interaction between engineering technological and the political and
social systems. Essentially, it was a “political ritual” under the Cold War structure to showcase national authority,
institutional superiority, and ideology. Although the evolution of the program was constrained by multiple factors
such as international relations, social environment, economic pressure, and technological feasibility, “political
decision-making” always constituted the most fundamental driving mechanism. Therefore, understanding the
inherent political attributes of engineering, clarifying the boundary between engineering logic and political logic,
and constructing a collaborative mechanism between the government and the market are the core essentials for
ensuring the sustainable development of mega-projects.
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