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The Establishment of the Institution of Electrical Engineers and Its Early Activities in Nineteenth Century Britain
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Abstract: In the 1870s, with the gradual growth of telegraph scientists and engineers, the British Society
of Telegraph Engineers was founded in 1871 by eight initiators, including Francis Bolton and Charles Siemens.
In 1888, it was renamed the Institution of Electrical Engineers. With the aim of “promoting the exchange of
information and ideas among its members for the overall development of electrical and telegraph science”,
the Society inherited the tradition of experimental philosophy and carried out scientific, technical and social
activities through publishing and printing, lectures and exhibitions, as well as experiments and inventions. It
played an irreplaceable role in the process of industrialization during the Victorian period. From the perspective
of the development history of the Society, this paper reviews the reasons for its establishment, its core members,
organizational structure, early activities and historical status, and analyses the factors contributing to its long-term
vitality, providing important cases and historical perspectives for the study of the complex interaction between
electrical science, technology and industry in nineteenth-century Britain.
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