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Abstract: In Philosophy, Science, and Common Sense, Chen Jiaying criticizes both philosophers who cling
to the dream of universal theories and scientism advocates who firmly believe that science has or will inevitably
establish universal theories. He then asserts that the task of philosophy is “to overcome the fragmentary nature
of common sense, reflect on experience, and thereby reveal the intricate relationships between natural concepts.”
This paper argues that Chen’s logical framework relies on a dichotomy between natural concepts and scientific
concepts, which does not align with the actual situation of linguistic practice. Overemphasizing this opposition
risks reducing philosophy to a negativist endeavor, incapable of constructing “general theories” to tell a “complete
story” and thus having a “clear meaning.”
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