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Reflection on the Beijing’s Responsible Planner System from the Perspective of the “Owl” Mechanism
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Abstract: The “Owl” is a theoretical contribution of expertise studies in the field of decision-making
mechanisms and public participation, aiming to straighten out the relationship between experts and the public.
Existing research mostly focuses on introducing and criticizing the “Owl” mechanism, but lacks discussion based
on empirical cases. This article takes Beijing’s responsible planner system as the case to explore the realistic
feasibility of the “Owl” mechanism. Beijing’s responsible planner system is generally consistent with the “Owl”
mechanism in terms of member diversity, reliance on expertise, communication, technical consensus assessment,
and function realization. However, it still has limitations in terms of separated phases of technical discussion
and political discussion, and the inclusion of non-mainstream members and opinions. This not only reflects the
particularity of planning as a local-interest technology, but also shows that the “Owl” mechanism is still limited by
the tension between theory and practice.
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