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The Initial Establishment of China’s Thermoelectric Industry with the Aid of the Soviet Union:

Taking the Construction of Baotou No.1 Thermal Power Plant as an Example
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Abstract: At the beginning of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, the industrial foundation was
weak, and the Soviet Union provided large-scale economic and technical assistance. As the foundation for the
development of all industries, the power sector had to be given priority in construction. Thermal power generation
was highly favored due to its advantages such as a short construction period and quick results. During the First
Five-Year Plan period, among the “156 Projects” assisted by the Soviet Union for construction, 25 were power
projects, of which 23 were thermal power plants, accounting for 92%. Baotou was one of the new heavy industrial
cities that the state prioritized during this period. Five projects were deployed there, including two thermal power
plants. These two were of great significance for the construction and early development of China’s iron and steel
industry and national defense industry. Taking the No.1 Thermal Power Plant in Baotou as an example, this article
fully explores the archival materials and relevant historical materials of the plant, expounds the entire process of
site selection, design, and construction with the assistance of the Soviet Union, analyzes the content, channels, and
characteristics of the transfer of Soviet thermal power technology to China, discusses the important role of Soviet
experts in the project construction, and reveals the great significance of the plant’s completion for the industrial
development of Baotou.
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