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Abstract: Determinism is typically understood as a philosophical proposition about the causal order of
the world. However, both global determinism, the view that events in all domains are determined by antecedent
events, and local determinism, the view that only events in certain domains are determined by antecedent
events, face serious theoretical challenges. Rather than trying to address these challenges while preserving
determinism as a proposition, one simpler yet more effective response for advocates of determinism is to deny
that determinism is essentially a philosophical proposition about the causal order of the world. Van Fraassen
argues that some philosophical positions, including empiricism, should be understood not as propositions aiming
to describe objective facts, but as philosophical stances that agents can adopt. Re-examined from this perspective,
determinism can be understood as a philosophical stance that agents can adopt. Specifically, it is an attitude in
which one defaults to assuming the existence of a deterministic causal explanation for an event unless there are

compelling reasons to reject this assumption, and actively seeks such an explanation when necessary.
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