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Abstract: Narrative ethics emerged in the mid-1980s as an attempt to redress the defects of principlist ethics.
This article introduces the differences and consensus among scholars in defining narrative ethics, and discusses
the debate over narrative consistency in the medical practice of narrative ethics. It proposes to replace the concept
of narrative consistency with that of narrative inertia, and advocates for moral self-definition and dialogue to
overcome narrative inertia. The most ideal way to implement dialogue is through narrative ethics consultation. The
effective organization of the said consultation relies on the combination of narrative ethics and principlist ethics,
namely narrative-principlist ethics.
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