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Abstract: Among the various attempts to understand consciousness in contemporary philosophy of mind,
panpsychist theories follow the ontological framework of Russellian monism, and is thus considered to be capable
of accommodating consciousness in the physical world. However, even if panpsychism could be theoretically
coherent, its notion of consciousness as a fundamental property of what composes the physical world offers
a concept of consciousness that we can hardly understand. Panpsychism is proposed to render consciousness
less “peculiar” in nature, but the price is to alienate us from our actual understanding of the mental. To return
consciousness to a more intelligible category, we should retreat from panpsychism to a position that is more
conservative but more compatible with our actual understanding of the mind. One possible approach is to
understand consciousness as some sort of subject’s representation of the world, in which conscious qualities have
a status of representation of the world to the subject, making them comparable to representational characters.
Under this approach, consciousness studies should not be carried out through the framework of panpsychism, but
rather should proceed through further work in the ontology of representation and subject.
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