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Abstract: As the core skill of Chinese traditional wooden working, the mortise and tenon joint has been used
since the Hemudu period more than 7,000 years ago, and stands as a major invention of ancient technology. This
exquisite form of joining achieves the perfect unity of engineering technology and philosophy. The traditional
concept of making behind it is the manifestation of the unique humanistic value. This is expressed in principles
such as selecting appropriate materials and crafting in imitation of natural forms; aligning technique with the Dao
to achieve harmony between moral principle and practical function; the idea that objects are rooted in human
intention and serve human needs; and the pursuit of unity between yin and yang, and between humanity and
nature. On the basis of traditional concepts of making, and guided by the idea of “different paths leading to the
same goal”, we seek breakthroughs in modern interpretations of mortise and tenon in three dimensions: material
replacement, technical innovation and image transformation. These interpretations aim to inject new vitality into
the inheritance, protection and innovative development of mortise and tenon techniques.
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