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Abstract: The concept of practice appealed in the practice turn in the 20th century has the following
problems: Practice is regarded as social practice external to nature, and it is unable to account for its own
maintenance and differentiation. Niche construction theory provides a mutual-construction evolutionary perspective
between organisms and the environment, which inspires us to understand practice as some kinds of mutual
construction activities between human beings and the environment. Regarding that understanding of practice,
Joseph Rouse elaborates it in depth through four propositions in Social Practices as Biological Niche Construction.
Rouse attempts to demonstrate the following viewpoints: Practice is not a human activity external to nature; rather,
practice always maintains some kind of “intimacy” with nature. Rouse’s concept of intimacy can be understood

through Dewey’s “tras-action”. Intimacy employs the perspective of tras-action rather than interrelationist to
understand the relationship between social practices and nature. By this means, practice is placed within nature.
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