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Abstract: Science variety shows face the challenge of striking a balance between “science” and “popularity”
and an effective fan cultivation mechanism can offer a solution to this dilemma. Using Forward to the Future
as a case study, this study conducts a qualitative analysis of relevant Weibo data to explore the fan cultivation
mechanism in such shows and its impacts. By examining the fandom phenomenon among the show’s audience,
this study outlines a fan cultivation mechanism involving key participants: show producers, celebrities, and
audience. This study also provides a detailed discussion of how this mechanism has evolved over three seasons.
The fan cultivation mechanism with “star-making” strategies can not only enhance science communication but
also drive viewership. This mechanism can influence individuals and science communication through personal
identification and incentive structures, respectively. This study can serve as a reference for the production and
operation of future science variety shows and other science communication products in China. Additionally, the
potential risks, such as excessive entertainment in this fan cultivation mechanism, pose new issues for future
practice and research.
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