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Abstract: The study of the distribution patterns of time-related information, such as months and dates,
in Oracle inscriptions from the Shang Dynasty, as well as Bronze inscriptions from the Western Zhou period,
provides valuable insights into the sacrificial and social activities. Building upon comprehensive data collection
of Oracle inscription soothsaying dates and Bronze inscription time information, a mathematical model was
constructed for the “Bu-Xun” found in Oracle inscriptions, using the method of mathematical archaeology.
Utilizing the concept of “entropy” from statistics, and through a comparative analysis of the distribution patterns
of the time information, the following conclusions were drawn: There is no observed preference for specific
days, such as “ ]2 ” (Dinghai), in Shang divination, unlike the noticeable selectiveness present in time-related
information within Western Zhou Bronze inscription. The dates of soothsaying in Shang Dynasty, both in terms of
months and dates, adhere to a uniform distribution, indicating the stochastic nature of Shang divination practices.
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