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Abstract: Could natural selection explain why an individual organism has the traits it does? Debates over
this topic have lasted for decades in the philosophy of biology. Indeed, the negative view and the positive view
have different interpretations of the very why-question. The two sides have posited different explananda: a whole
explicit fact (for the positive view) vs. a particular contrastive focal aspect of the explicit fact (for the negative
view). Both explananda are reasonable and acceptable. However, elimination of misinterpretation does not render
the negative view true. Rather, I argue that the negative view as a universal proposition is indeed untenable, for
there are counterexamples for it in cases of symbiosis, lateral gene transfer, and genic selection.
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