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Abstract: Based on Web of Science and China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI) databases, this
study employed CiteSpace software to conduct a bibliometric analysis and visualization of 1,101 international
papers from 1986 to 2023 and 203 Chinese papers from 1997 to 2023 and the comparative analysis systematically
observed the development of the field of neuroethics both domestically and internationally. The findings indicate
that: (1) in terms of volume distribution, there’s a consistent upward trend in the number of publications, and
international publications show a richer interdisciplinary and innovative research output, while Chinese studies
are primarily independent with comparatively fewer outputs; (2) in terms of leading research themes, international
focal points include “Moral Judgment & Individual Emotion” “Neurotechnology & Disease Treatment”

999

“Enhancement Technology & Neural Enhancement” and “Integration of Neurotechnology & ‘Big Data’” while
domestic core topics encompass “Neuroscience of Ethics” “Moral Augmentation & Freedom” and “Brain-Machine
Interfaces & the Future”; and (3) in terms of developmental progression, international studies have undergone
phases of exploration and establishment, development and integration, innovation and breakthrough, whereas

Chinese research has experienced stages of inception, exploration, and in-depth development.

Key Words: Neuroethics; Research hotspot; Developmental trend; Comparison between China and foreign
countries
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