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Abstract: Isaac Newton is rightly credited with the discovery of the laws of gravity, the development of
mathematical calculus, and the transformation of natural philosophy into modern-day classical physics. Yet
Newton himself firmly believed that he created nothing new. Instead, he considered of all knowledge as ancient,
revealed to mankind by God at the beginning of time. Although man’s fall from grace and his subsequent
idolatrous practices meant much of that knowledge had become obscured or lost, throughout history sages such as
Zoroaster, Hermes, and Plato, had passed on their knowledge to those who studied their writings diligently. In this
paper, I argue that exactly this underlying belief in the antiquity of knowledge connects Newton’s various studies
in domains that seem very disconnected today, such as mathematics, alchemy, and the study of mythology and
chronology. Through a close examination of Newton’s manuscript legacy and the use of Newton’s notes by one
of his disciples, the Scottish mathematician David Gregory, I explore these connections and show how in order
to understand Newton’s thinking in areas such as natural philosophy, we must take very seriously his studies of

ancient writings, because Newton took these studies very seriously himself.
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HEETeME, EdFROAEAREE
1 3 SRR — A 3T A AR L B0 5 I
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FETER IR . AT IR DL b F b Ak
YCHER F ARG, XS A FAT]
T ARTEFNGEE . B, HReEAREMHEH
HH [R] 78 24 FRANAT 5> SR At AT T i i FH ) 2% Ao
R (X B HIAARE ). AL KREFR
YRR, KORFOREN, T EFIOREH, KAER
INERELE A I, TR AR TR h B B )
M ER LA R AE T, TR A& fsE
B, Kl . 2 AR R 0 pi AR A AT A8 45
TLRKRE R, REILRAUFELFRK. K.
. AR TR KRR

R UER Aot A AR A S A IS 1Y)
PRS2 st SCiE s
DLHR AT T A SIS T TR TR
Jeiy R T [R] P A G A, [ SR 927 2 5% 1 25 R0 DL A D
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I LA T A S s, O X SR
WETRTFYRF LI, XWHAR T4
KEHSAR TR EMER, FmaSrE
L AR A4 ) ( Newton the Alchemist ) — 3550 fip

(DYahuda Ms. 1.1, fols. 18r-19r.
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Ftr AL, AT LU Az 4 AT 56 B AR 1Y S B
L, IEMSRATE KRG LU AR, el
A& FAg BRI (En faisant remarquer
(39]

ces traces de la vérité dans les anciens ).
([18], pp.151-155)
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Abstract: The Chinese and Western Almanac (1852-1866) introduced various aspects of Newton’s theories,
marking a crucial phase in the introduction of Newtonian thought to China. However, related research has been
relatively weak, mainly due to limited source materials. The 1853 almanac introduced Newton’s theories of
conic sections and precession, and listed his major scientific discoveries. The “Theory of Universal Attraction”
published in the 1854 almanac presented the first complete introduction of the law of universal gravitation and
its astronomical applications, while the “Essentials of Optics” in the same volume provided an early introduction
to Newton’s optical experiments and theories. The “Elementary Fluid Mechanics” serialized in the almanac from
1855 to 1857 contained Newton’s principles of fluid dynamics. The original source texts for these translations

have also been verified through textual research.

Key Words: Newton’s theories; Chinese and Western Almanac; “Universal Gravitation”; “Essentials of
Optics”; “Elementary Fluid Mechanics”
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