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Theophrastus’ Classification of Plant Categories and the Principles
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Abstract: Category classification was one of the crucial methods used by Theophrastus in his study of plants.
Based on a variety of principles, he broadly classified the Mediterranean plants, provided a comprehensive and
visual representation of the characteristics of plants in terms of their overall morphometrics, the features of their
parts, the environment in which they grew, their dynamic development and their practical uses. He thus gave a
more focused discussion of the commonalities and differences between the different types of plants, and effectively
facilitated the exploration of their nature. This multi-principled approach became one of the classic models of
Western plant classification in the pre-Linnaean period. While Theophrastus himself did not attempt to construct a
hierarchical system of plant classification guided by a single principle.
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