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Abstract: Ernst Kapp (1808-1896) has been known as the representative of the “engineering philosophy of
technology” in the traditions of the philosophy of technology constructed by Mitcham. The different opinions put
forward by some domestic scholars have struggled to effectively challenge Mitcham’s assertion. In fact, Kapp
appeared as a humanist in history. In his Elements of Philosophy of Technology, he not only agreed with the use of
mechanistic laws to understand physiological activities, but also supported the use of organic laws to interpret the
external world. He opposed the blind worship of technology and the entertainmentization of technology, and was
committed to safeguarding cultural progress and humanistic values. According to the comparison between Kapp’s
opinion and Mitcham’s division standard of traditions of philosophy of technology, Kapp should be repositioned
as an important representative of the “humanities philosophy of technology”. Attributing Kapp to the humanities
philosophy of technology helps uncover Kapp’s neglected ideas about the cultural significance of technology in
Kapp’s philosophy of technology.
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