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Abstract: Ye Qisun (C. S. Yeh) played a significant role in the introduction, rooting, and cultivation of
modern physics in China. Several pioneers of Chinese physics, including Ye and Hu Gangfu (K. F. Hu), have
had the experience of studying abroad at Harvard University. This article analyzes the formation and influence
of the experimentally oriented tradition at the Department, examines Ye Qisun’s doctoral degree program and
the academic environment at that time by the University archives. With the help of the Archive for the History
of Quantum Physics, this article also explores the academic background of some of Ye’s Harvard classmates
who chose to become theoretical physicists, and analyzes the reasons for and rationality of Ye Qisun’s different
academic career path. It attempts to reveal connections between Ye Qisun’s study abroad experience and his later
physics educational practices.
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