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Abstract: The George Sarton Medal is a highly distinguished award in the field of the history of science.
This study employs a mixed-methods approach to analyze the personal characteristics, educational background,
research interests, and academic accomplishments of George Sarton Medal laureates. The findings indicate
that a combination of personal and field capital, including a long-term commitment to the history of science,
interdisciplinary education, affiliation with esteemed academic institutions, and a high volume of high-
quality research output, contributes to the development of exceptional talent in the field. The research topics
of the laureates are influenced by internal and external historical tension structures, leading to new paradigms,
perspectives, and directions in the field. The study concludes by offering recommendations for the cultivation of
talents in the history of science in China, including establishing academic institutions, formulating management
policies, promoting international exchange, considering field backgrounds, and defining research visions.
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1986 Ernst Mayr 35 167 59 38 78
2014 Steven Shapin 27 61 42 51 53
2012 Lorraine Daston 23 64 56 47 41
1995 Charles Ernest Rosenberg 21 65 39 64 69
2004 Robert E. Kohler 20 39 57 65 45
2013 Simon J. Schaffer 20 64 30 28 33
2017 Garland E. Allen 18 63 50 69 65
2021 Bernadette Bensaude-Vincent 18 95 44 52 60
1958 Jone F. Fulton 17 117 39 47 27
1989 Gerald Holton 15 82 51 56 71
2020 James Arthur Bennett 15 50 39 29 56
2001 Daniel J. Kevles 14 63 46 32 53
2007 Martin John Spencer Rudwick 13 47 53 73 53
2019 Matthew Norton Wise 13 31 49 55 67
1965 James Riddick Partington 12 193 51 63 74
2003 Nancy Gillian Siraisi 11 24 58 55 49
2010 Michael McVaugh 11 45 55 42 36
2011 Robert J. Richards 11 38 45 60 66
2000 Frederic Lawrence Holmes 11 29 53 42 56
2016 Katharine Park 11 17 56 31 44
1960 Owsen Temkin 10 25 43 45 49
1987 Ernest Riehard Lloyd 10 12 33 46 37
1996 Loren R. Graham 10 35 60 54 65
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