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Abstract: The German chemical industry developed rapidly in the second half of the 19th century, German
Universities, societies and companies agglomerated into the complex of organic-synthetic industry. The leading
German chemists such as Liebig, Hofmann, Fischer and Haber played an important role in this process. The
complex of organic-synthetic industry made it possible for Germany to begin the gas warfare in the World War
I. Haber abandoned his Jewish ancestry and identified himself as the German soldier. He believed that the gas
warfare will end the First World War earlier. Britain, France and the United States also developed and used
chemical weapons quickly, and the Chemical Warfare was extremely cruel and terrible. The First World War is
also known as “the Chemist’s War”. This paper finally discusses the ethical questions and social responsibilities
the chemists must face up to.
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