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“The End of History” and “the Clash of Civilizations”
in the View of Epistemology, Theory of Knowledge and Interests
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Abstract: From the perspective of epistemology, “the clash of civilizations” and “the end of history” are the
turning points of “two roads” of their respective authors in understanding history, namely “abstract stipulation”.
There are three differences between Francis Fukuyama and Samuel Phillips Huntington in epistemology. In
the perspective of theory of knowledge, Fukuyama saw the tree of knowledge and its backbone and universal
knowledge, while Huntington saw in the forest of knowledge the clashes among local knowledge, and those
between local knowledge and universal knowledge. The interests of subjects such as nations, their influence and
dominance in international affairs, and their different stages and modes of development have been “equalized”
in globalization. The different types of civilizations, especially the interests of the dominant nations, have
changed, resulting in a clash of civilizations. Universal knowledge is the greatest common divisor among different
civilizations while a common understanding of human destiny is the least common multiple among civilizations
and nations. With the development of artificial intelligence and other technologies, the human history, including
clashes of civilizations, will be rewritten and ended in an alternative sense.
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