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Abstract: Zhu Xi was once accused of opposing Darwin’s theory and Marxism in his book The Evolution of
Life. His book questioned Darwin’s significant theories, with many arguments from Yves Delage and Kropotkin.
An examination of his early writings and social network reveals that he had previously accepted anarchist ideas.
However, His use of “mutual aid” in this book is restricted to the domain of evolutionary theory. Influenced by
Neo-Lamarckism, the May Fourth Movement, and personal experiences, Zhu Xi regarded mutual aid as a factor in
evolution that counteracts competition and as the foundation of human moral order.
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