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On the Value and Realization of Natural Night: A New Approach to Light Pollution Control
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Abstract: The value of natural night has long been obscured by the light produced by artificial night lighting
technology. It was not until the outbreak of light pollution in the 1970s that the value of natural night appeared
against the many negative effects of light pollution. Taylor Stone and others revealed the five values of natural
night from the perspective of environmental ethics, and divided them into “inherent value” and “instrumental
value”, based on which they put forward the ethical scheme of realizing the value of natural night and controlling
light pollution. However, there are still deficiencies in its related research. It is necessary to reconfirm the value
of natural night on the basis of analyzing the relationship between natural night and nature. Based on the correct
view of the contradiction between the protection of natural night and the development of night-time economy, the
realization of the value of natural night should be considered in a certain space-time dimension, so as to optimize
the light pollution control scheme.
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