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Abstract: Global perspective is potentially the most paradigm-changing trend in the history of science.

Since the turn of the 21st century, it has opened up new possibilities, as many novel discussions have appeared
under such banners as “science from a global perspective” or “global history of science”. Acknowledging that the
current discussion is only signaling a step that awaits further attempts to repair the historiographical lacunae in the
history of science, this paper reviews the “global turn” in the field of the history of science in the past 30 years,
highlighting the arguments, perspectives and some valuable propositions. Then it discusses the significance of
comparative perspectives to conceptualize and visualize a multicentric world in writing a global history of natural
knowledge. In this framework, “modern science” is regarded as one of the many localized knowledge practices
that have developed around the world. Such a worldview allows us to revise the point of view and refashion the
history of science into a globalized and decentralized historical writing. Taking the case of medicinal knowledge
as an example, I suggest how an effective framework for the history of global natural knowledge can be realized
— one that thoroughly take into account the trans-cultural mobility of texts and objects as well as the diversity of
knowledge practices in various localities.
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