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Abstract: The discussion of technology transfer has become popular in academia worldwide. Early
scholarship featured by institutionalism failed to account for the local agency in the technology transfer. Since the
1980s, the emergence of theoretical approaches represented by STS and postcolonial studies have enabled scholars
to transcend institutionalism through revisiting the content, actor, and power relation of technology transfer.
This article reviews how the two theoretical approaches, among many, shed new light on multiple topics of
technology transfer in modern China, including the transfer of large-technical system, hybrid/cultural technology,
and everyday technology. The imperatives of advancing Chinese scholarship on technology studies and advising
national innovation call for interdisciplinary collaboration, broadening research topics, and attention to the
technology transfer between developing countries.
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