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Abstract: After the introduction of moral dilemma thought experiments in ethics, there has been much
discussion about what kind of moral algorithm should be evoked in autonomous vehicles. To distinguish between
first-order and higher-order algorithms will find that these discussions are based on a premise to be clarified.
The goal of embedding moral algorithms is to make autonomous vehicles “experts in driving”, and therefore, it
is necessary to identify first-order moral algorithms, such as recognizing traffic regulations, which are related to
safety, efficiency and comfort. However, utilitarianism and other high-order moral algorithms will come back
to bite the driving expert, which is neither necessary nor feasible, and the “autonomous driving dilemma” is no
deeper than the “trolley dilemma” in philosophy.
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