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Abstract: Along with the recent publication of the Chinese version of the complete set of 4 History of
Technology (eight volumes), its principal editor (volumes I-V) Charles Singer has drawn increasing attention
from Chinese scholars. In view of the fact that not much is known about Singer and his life, this paper scrutinises
relevant literature in English and traces some unheard-of stories. Singer was initially a doctor and engaged in
cancer research, but later transferred to the field of history under the influence of his wife Dorothea Singer,
William Ramsay and Benjamin Marten. He established his fame internationally in multiple areas including the
history of medicine, the history of science and the history of technology. Singer was an internationalist; he actively
helped Jewish refugees, teachers and scholars during World War II. He was also generous in guiding young

researchers such as Joseph Needham.
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