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The Discoverer of the Peripheral Light Relationship of Cepheid Variables: Henrietta Leavitt
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Abstract: Henrietta Levitt was an American astronomer who devoted her whole life to exploring variable
stars. In her short life, she observed nearly 2400 Cepheid variables. In the process of observing variable stars, she
also found the relationship between the peripheral light of Cepheid variable stars, that is, under the same distance,
the absolute brightness of Cepheid variable stars is proportional to the period of light change. The discovery
raises the magnitude of cosmic distance measurement to millions of light-years. Through the detailed description
of the astronomer’s bumpy scientific career and her great contribution to stellar astronomy, this paper shows the
important position and role of women in the development of astronomy.
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